
AU BAK LING CHARITY TRUST 

Scholarship Scheme 
 

Background 

The Au Bak Ling Charity Trust (the "Trust") has been established for the purpose of helping needy 

students studying to become teachers in Hong Kong. 
 

Personal story of the Founder — A Poor Boy Makes Good 

The Founder of the Trust, Au Bak Ling, Lord of Georgeham, is a typical self-made man. He was born 

into a very poor family, thus having to start working at the age of 8, and to leave the free school he attended 

at 10 without completing Primary 4. As a result, self-cultivation was the only way for him to gain further 

knowledge. He strongly believed that poverty was just like a red hot furnace — it could smelt the good iron 

ore into steel and the bad stuff into ashes. He therefore studied intensively, with the help of a dictionary 

having both Webster's and Jones' pronunciation guides, and succeeded in acquiring a good command of both 

spoken and written English to enable him to learn everything by himself. In fact, his proficiency in both 

languages has made him a translation expert and also a master of Chinese couplets. Talents plus persistent 

self-enhancement efforts have indeed transformed him and changed his destiny — from a bare-footed street 

boy to a leading publisher. He could pride himself on defeating the entire British publishing industry by 

producing good textbooks to help educate Hong Kong students — most of whom have become the mainstays 

of our society today. As a man full of entrepreneurial flair, steely determination and fighting spirit, he has 

been able to expand his business interests globally. Today, his wholly-owned Ling Kee Group comprises 

over 30 companies operating in Hong Kong, China, Canada, U.K. and USA, dealing mainly in educational 

publishing, manufacturing, hospitality services, property investment and land development, notably involved 

in building a new town in Canada — "Auguston（區家鎮）". The philosophy that has led to his legendary 

success can be aptly described by his Au's motto: "Virtue • Wisdom • Courage • Persistence; Diligence • 

Prudence • Humility • Sincerity"（德智勇毅‧勤慎謙誠）. 

He has also been active in voluntary work for 4 decades, serving as President of both the Hong Kong 

Educational Publishers Association that he founded and the Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups which 

he revived and steered to become the largest youth services organization. However, he has no fond of fame 

and personal distinction and he has therefore maintained a very low profile to avoid publicity 

He loves work and has been working day and night incessantly for over 70 years. He fervently hopes 

that his personal story could inspire all teachers-to-be to achieve their career goals with success and 

satisfaction. 
 

Objectives 

In view of the adverse impact of the Global Financial Turmoil on the global economy and the rampant 

inflation plaguing Hong Kong, which would bring extra miseries to many poor families, his heartfelt 

sympathy towards the poor students facing financial difficulties has led him to establish this Trust to assist 

those in need of help by offering to the eligible ones in the spirit of "A drop of water is vitally helpful like 

honey dew when thirsty." 

1. To encourage more elitists with aspiration and determination to join the teaching profession — a 

life-long career dedicated to the sacred mission of educating the young. 



2. To offer scholarships to award the teachers-in-training with brilliant academic performance, especially

those promising ones who require financial assistance.

3. To instill the spirit of "educating the second generation is our sacred duties" into the minds of young

teachers in order that they may devote their efforts to nurturing tomorrow's leaders and better citizens

for the benefit of our society.

Details of Scholarship 

1. A scholarship of HK$10,000 will be awarded to the student having brilliant academic achievements as

approved by the Selection Board. The number of scholarships is limited to 35. Those students who are

in desperate need of financial aid may be granted a double-scholarship of HK$20,000 at the discretion

of the Selection Board, whose decision will be final and conclusive. The scholarship fund will be paid

directly into the awardee's University to cover his/her tuition fees.

2. In case of need, the scholarship-holders may be required to use part of their leisure time to help screen

the new applicants or to do other relative charitable work.

Application requirements 

All those who have been studying or accepted to be enrolled in the Faculty of Education/ Education 

Programme are eligible to apply for scholarships. Only those students who study specifically to 

become teachers may apply. The processing of all applications will be undertaken by the Trust, but 

the approval will be made by the Selection Board, whose decision will be final and conclusive. 

Monitoring and supervision 

The monitoring and supervision of scholarship-holders shall be conducted by the Trust and the 

institutions concerned. 


